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A former boss of Lockwood
Homes is adding a new
brand to the building
market, writes Lesley
Springall.

House builder Lockwood has a
new competitor on the block -
and it could be too close for
comfort.

Touchwood co-founder and
former Lockwood boss Corgi
La Grouw said his firm might

NE ND: Corgi La Grouw sold out of
the Lockwood Homes family business and
have a similar name and, yes, s ready to start again at Touchwood.

it might employ a solid wood KEVIN STENT/Sunday Star-Times

building system like the
business his father founded and his brother still ran, but no,
he's not out to discredit the old family firm.

Corgi La Grouw sold out of the Lockwood family business more
than five years ago when he and his brother Joe were joint
managing directors.

The two had taken over the helm from their Dutch immigrant
father Johannes (or Joe senior) who founded the Lockwood solid
wood building system and the firm in 1951.

"You can't run one ship with two masters," said Corgi.
NZ Newspapers
Waikato Times
Taranaki Daily News
Manawatu Standard
The Dominion Post

But two years after its expiry Corgi admitted he was now in the  The Nelson Mail

. The Marlborough E
market to compete with Lockwood. The prase rougn Express

The Timaru Herald
The Southland Times
Sunday Star Times

The sale agreement included a three-year restraint of trade
barring Corgi from involvement in a competing business.

"We've done our own thing, with hard work and intelligence,
and if someone says we're using (what we learned) at
Lockwood, well yes, it's in our blood, we can't help that." Regional News

Corgi spent more than three years watching over the family ZSZL?;T
holding company La Grouw Holdings - owner of the sawmill Bay of Plenty
where Lockwood (and now Touchwood) sources its timber, and ot es oo
the Rotorua-based manufacturing plant contracted to make Otago

Lockwood's patented solid laminated locking pine boards.
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Lockwood boss and brother Joe La Grouw, meanwhile, said it
was meaningless to compare costs between builders or building
systems. "How long's a piece of string?" It depends entirely on
the quality of the materials and the quality of the building work,
he said.

"We've had a lot of imitators in the past who have come and
gone. We don't worry too much about them, we just carry on
doing what we've always done."

With 140 staff and a turnover of more than $35m, Lockwood
has "withstood the test of time," he said.

The brothers wouldn't say whether Touchwood was a touchy
subject at family gatherings, but admitted they no longer talked
about business much.

Since building and selling their first Touchwood test home in

Rotorua last year, 11 more Touchwood homes have been or are
being built in New Zealand. The new firm is expected to

file://C:\Documents%20and %20Settings\B.L\My%?20Documents\STH\AD VERTISING\STUFF%20%?2... 24/11/2005



STUFF : BUSINESS - STORY : New Zealand's leading news and information website Page 3 of 3

complete another 50 houses in the next year, said Corgi.

The Touchwood system is being marketed by building franchise
firm The House Company, which has eight offices in the North
Island and two in the Tasman region.

A high-profile advertising campaign begins next month, to
coincide with summer and capitalise on the "revitalisation of
coastal housing" boom - in other words, buying up and
redeveloping old bach sites, the hardy stomping ground
traditionally associated with Lockwood.

Gulf Hurricane Relief
Help Support Health Clinics Providing Critical Aid
to Evacuees.
www.DirectRelief.org
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Sharemarket information and indices are provided by ABN AMRO Craigs, for
information only, and are frequently updated. You should consult your financial
advisor or broker to verify information from this page. Neither Fairfax New Zealand
Limited nor ABN AMRO Craigs is liable for the accuracy of the information.
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